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Destinguished guests, I greet all of you with the honor and respect with which my predecessor greeted you.
I would like to express gratitude to the renowned Croatian klapa Cambi and the excellent Montenegrin choir Monte Vox for such wonderful performances of the three anthems. Here tonight, both women and men are singing for us – exactly as it should be. There is a beautiful saying that goes: “Half of the world’s population consists of women, and the other half of their children.”
From the bottom of my heart, I wish to thank our dear sponsors, without whom this ceremonial reception would not have been possible. You are a strong bridge between Croatia and Montenegro. My deepest respect to you!
Let us name them: Erste Bank, Voli Trade, Agro Mont, Crnogorski Telecom, Kutjevo, INA, Cemex, ATACO, Sport Vision, VIVAX, MARINETEK, Alliance, CONTE, IDEA, ENT EXT, LEDO, West Point, Podravka, Feal, Viral, Hipotekarna banka, Compania de Vinos, Infinum, Velo, Avlija, and the Croatian-Montenegrin Business Club.
Today, we proudly commemorate the Day of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia, and I would like to extend my sincere congratulations and gratitude to all members of the Croatian Armed Forces on the occasion of their special day.
With deep respect, I also congratulate believers of the Islamic faith on Eid al-Adha with the words: “Bajram šerif mubarek olsun!” Indeed, if we study carefully why Eid al-Adha is celebrated, we learn that it commemorates the forefather of all three monotheistic religions — Abraham.
Montenegro has just marked the 20th anniversary of the restoration of its statehood in a very impressive and unifying manner. Dear and proud Montenegrins, happy Independence! Throughout your country I felt a spirit of joy and unity. We participated in several celebrations marking your jubilee anniversary. I was especially moved by the celebration in Bar, where traditional wooden sailing boats from Montenegro, Croatia, and Italy held a regatta in honor of your jubilee, as well as by the beautiful celebration in the picturesque village of Građani.
Today we remember the days of May 1990, when the Croatian people decided, by pen at the ballot box, to win the right to enjoy the achievements of multiparty democratic societies and to leave future generations an orderly and prosperous homeland as their inheritance. The multiparty Croatian Parliament was constituted on May 30, 1990, and it is precisely the Croatian Parliament that has carried Croatian statehood through nearly thirteen centuries, regardless of the constitutional frameworks in which Croats lived in these lands.
From President Tuđman onward, all Croatian presidents and all governments of the Republic of Croatia have followed a clearly defined geopolitical direction that we call Euro-Atlanticism. If we view the state as a framework and society as its content, we can conclude that Croatian society today is completely anchored in the very space to which Croatia geographically belongs. Therefore, today our citizens also respect and value Croatia’s strategic Euro-Atlantic anchor.
Throughout history, after losing an independent national kingdom and living within other international legal frameworks, Croats also developed as a federalist people, which is why it is not foreign to us to be part of the European Union as a true “federation of peoples” in which no one attacks another’s identity. The European Union is an excellent framework for the development of democracy, prosperity, and the protection of minority rights, and in the near future, I am certain, it will also become a powerful security and defense giant. Such a strong Europe will be a friend to all nations of the world in accordance with its interests and principles of humanity.
In the years following the Homeland War, we rebuilt war-ravaged Croatia, joined all relevant international organizations, institutions, and initiatives, and positioned the country highly on the modern political map of the world. After achieving our most important foreign policy goals by joining NATO and the European Union, all that remains is the fine-tuning of our very imminent accession to the OECD, which will fully complete our international political presence in the most important associations that define it. At this point I especially wish to emphasize my prediction that neither in the medium nor long term will there be a division of Western civilization, nor will NATO weaken; rather, its European components will significantly strengthen in terms of security and defense.
Allow me to proclaim a very joyful piece of news! Since February of this year, Croatia has become a completely mine-free country. In just over thirty years, we removed around 107,000 mines and explosive devices and approximately 470,000 unexploded ordnance items.
Let us briefly return to history. Last year we marked the 1,100th anniversary of the coronation of the Croatian King Tomislav. Many Croatian institutions, media outlets, and individuals contributed to a deeper study of medieval Croatian history and even genetics. We ask ourselves: how did the Croats from beyond the Carpathians come to settle in these lands? Why did the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius invite the Slavs, including the Croats, to settle in the Empire as early as the beginning of the 7th century?
Conditions in the Roman Empire in the 6th century were extremely challenging. During the so-called Justinianic Plague, chroniclers recorded that in 541 and 542 alone, as many as 10,000 people per day perished in Constantinople. According to chroniclers, the European part of the Eastern Roman Empire lost up to half its population during the first hundred years of the pandemic. At the same time, the Avars, who had earlier attacked the Slavs from the Pannonian Plain with Constantinople’s support, advanced south of the Danube and began destroying and devastating cities, while Arabs and Persians on the other side fiercely threatened the Roman Empire.
There were not enough inhabitants even to cultivate the land, let alone defend the Empire. Constantinople therefore sought to settle part of the Slavic population there. Here I will focus only on the Croats. The Croats who then lived in White Croatia, west of the Dnieper River, according to Russian and German literature, were led by an archon whose position was comparable to that of a king. The Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts and the Max Planck Institute conducted a series of analyses of bones from burial grounds between Zadar and Omiš from the 7th, 8th, and 9th centuries, in the territory of the first Croatian principality on the Adriatic. They compared them with genetic analyses from burial grounds in the territory of former White Croatia. I am proud that the genetic analyses indicate complete intermixing between the Croats and the remaining Illyrians and other indigenous inhabitants who survived the plague. Therefore, Illyrian women bore children with Croats, and Croatian women with Illyrians, meaning there was no displacement or subjugation, but rather settlement and mixing of populations. The actions of the Avars at that time can be compared to the deeds of the worst terrorists of today. Thus, we may conclude that we were invited to liberate the land and its inhabitants from Avar terror, to give freedom and hope to the native population, to replenish the indigenous population, replace their brothers and sisters struck down by plague, and strengthen the defensive capabilities of the Empire.
In light of all this, it is no wonder that Croats around the world today express their Croatian identity and love for their homeland with such pride. The Croatian Kingdom of the 10th and 11th centuries, without neglecting its Danubian dimension, given that its centers were mostly located in cities on the Adriatic coast — and even Knin is not far from the sea — may also be described as an “Adriatic Kingdom.”
Speaking of the Adriatic Sea, let us now return to the present. The Croatian part of the Adriatic is not only a place of beautiful experiences, but also an important energy hub for us and our neighbors. The Republic of Croatia has never used the transport of oil and gas as a political tool or, God forbid, as a means of blackmail, but rather as an energy commodity needed by our neighbors. In addition to JANAF, which delivers oil, the LNG terminal supplies gas to all those who need it and with whom we are connected by pipelines. Although all Croatian companies are excellent, today I especially wish to highlight INA Montenegro, which, particularly during the first month of the energy crisis, delivered significantly larger quantities of fuel here in order to help overcome the crisis as easily as possible. Solidarity — in this case energy solidarity — with neighbors is a principle upon which the European Union was built. We transform our privilege of possessing a coastline into an advantage for our neighbors. Let me summarize: Croatia significantly contributes to ensuring energy security for users in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Serbia, Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czechia. Speaking of energy security, I emphasize the role of the United States in signing the agreement on the construction of the “Southern Interconnection” gas pipeline, which will also have strategic importance for the energy security of Croatia’s neighborhood. I note that Croatia imports most of its liquefied natural gas from the United States. We are obliged to them!
Since joining the European Union, GDP has nearly doubled and in 2025 amounted to around USD 103 billion. Croatian exports of goods have increased since joining the EU to €25.1 billion in 2025. Since membership, we have been €21 billion in surplus with the European Union. Yet we will never be fully satisfied with our achievements if we cannot share them with neighbors whom we hope will all, without exception, join us in the great community of European nations. In this regard, I primarily mean Montenegro and the friendly Montenegrin people.
This year, on July 7, we also mark the 20th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between our two states. May the next jubilee anniversary bring us even more joy and shared achievements.
Dear Montenegrins, I have learned much about you, yet never — absolutely never — have I ceased believing that you will be the first after Croatia to join the European Union, thus showing that our neighborhood aspires to European values and wishes to continue along the path of peace, development, and social prosperity.
By gaining independence and joining NATO, Montenegro continued anchoring its society in Euro-Atlanticism. By joining the European Union, you will further strengthen your statehood and even the security dimension of your country, thereby fully anchoring yourselves where you geographically belong. Congratulations on the galloping progress you made last year in closing negotiation chapters!
So far, hundreds of Croatian experts have participated in your negotiation process. The transfer of knowledge from Croatia to Montenegro has been taking place for centuries (remember the many “outsiders”), yet we have never used this to pursue a predatory policy toward your territory, nor have we ever attacked your identity. The goal has always been only to bring added value and to have a good and prosperous neighbor. I also thank all Montenegrins who, while living in Croatia, have built their talents into the betterment of our society.
On the European path, Croatia has been and will remain Montenegro’s most reliable ally, and we will never cease supporting your adaptation to European values-based, political, and economic standards. Achieving them is not an easy task. Therefore, I use this opportunity as well to express satisfaction with what you have achieved and hope that in the time ahead you will complete your reform process so that it becomes a respectable backbone of your future full membership in the European Union. Croatia, as the youngest member of the European Union, is proof that the European project is not only alive but vibrant, and that even in the most difficult global circumstances it demonstrates extraordinary resilience and the capacity for revitalization. You, the people of Montenegro, will only strengthen the European project further through your accession and make it even more attractive for other neighboring countries.
While traveling throughout Montenegro, I was deeply touched by the hospitality, wonderful people, and natural beauty of your country. The churches of the Bay of Kotor — including Cathedral of Saint Tryphon and Our Lady of the Rocks — as well as, a little farther away, Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Budva, the Bishopric in Bar, and several hundred other magnificent Catholic churches in Montenegro — among them the Catholic church in Podgorica, which is particularly dear to me and built in the brutalist style all especially enchanted me. I also admired monasteries such as Cetinje Monastery, Ostrog Monastery, and Morača Monastery, was also fascinated by the mosque in Pljevlja — that architectural marvel — and the unique mosque in Petnjica, as well as by the new synagogue in Podgorica which, once completed, promises to become a remarkable modern architectural beauty.
This is not the occasion for me to speak about unresolved issues between Croatia and Montenegro. I am convinced that we can resolve them all in good faith in a short period of time, respecting the conclusions of the Badinter Commission, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and the 2001 Agreement on Succession of Movable Military Property. Compensation for Croatian prisoners from Morinj is a civilizational issue. Good will is needed! Deeds are needed! Let us resolve the open issues once and for all and remove them from the agenda forever. I belive that membership in the European Union, in addition to economic prosperity, will help your society heal its internal wounds even further.
On this occasion, I appeal to all ambassadors of EU member states and to the head of the EU Delegation in Montenegro to lobby together so that the Adriatic-Ionian motorway becomes a European corridor and so that funding may be secured for the EU to finance the majority of this project of exceptional importance. Only through quality road infrastructure — and in the future railway infrastructure as well — will we connect and firmly integrate into our common European Union. I am pleased that the air connection between Zagreb and Podgorica will soon be reestablished.
Let us remember: at the beginning of this reception, alongside the Croatian and Montenegrin anthems, we also listened to the anthem of the European Union. Allow me to repeat only two lines by Schiller that tell us what kind of world we shall achieve if joy — that bright spark of divinity — is our guiding thread:
“All people become brothers
Where thy gentle wing abides.”
I repeat: there is no policy more important than good-neighborly relations. We must not be the grass upon which elephants fight, because it is always crushed beneath them, nor may we become wolves to one another. Preserving our own identities and not attacking others is an excellent formula. Regarding good-neighborly relations, we can sometimes mirror them from personal relationships, so allow me to quote from a recent interview with the well-known Croatian director Zrinko Ogresta: “It is easy to ‘love’ someone you do not know, toward whom you actually have no personal obligations, someone who does not breathe, bleed, or smell beside you. Loving thy neighbor is immensely difficult, and almost all of us stumble over it. Those who do not are blessed.” If we transfer these thoughts to our neighborhood and to the realization of good-neighborly policy, we need not think long about the answer. The question is whether we love each other more or stumble over each other more. Do we point out one another’s shortcomings or virtues? The time has come! We must build trust and look upon one another as neighbors close to us; we desperately need to be good neighbors!
As long as Ukraine suffers so terribly, I will not stop mentioning it, and so this year again I will repeat those same powerful verses of Taras Shevchenko:
„When I die,
Bury me in the middle of vast steppe,
Let beautiful Ukraine spread around me,
That from the grave I can see meadows and fields,
And listen to the noisy Dnieper as much as I wish. “
Let me use this opportunity to emphasize that Croats and members of minorities in Croatian territory have throughout history been creators of practical inventions, and this year I would like to highlight the velocimeter, or speedometer, by the innovator and visionary Josip Belušić, which was presented to the world in Paris in 1889. As the name itself suggests, the velocimeter was a pioneering device for measuring speed and recording other driving parameters, bearing witness to the long tradition of innovation in these lands, as well as to the existence not only of technological skill but also of visionary ideas that recognized and surpassed the needs of their time. The velocimeter was the predecessor of both the speedometer and the tachometer.
Allow me to draw your attention to several important bilateral meetings in the past year. The foreign ministries of our two countries collaborated intensivly. Economic cooperation has been outstanding. We have also cooperated well at the multilateral level. We enjoy excellent collaboration between Croatian and Montenegrin scientists, athletes, musicians, writers, theater professionals, and many others. Croatia exports products of top quality to Montenegro, and we hope for a strengthening of overall trade exchange as well.
Quietly, without pomp, many Croatian experts have worked tirelessly with your diligent civil servants on your accelerated European process. We are working on an agreement according to which Montenegrin students will soon be able to study in Croatia as if they were our own citizens. I am pleased that support in Croatia for Montenegro’s membership in the European Union is very high. Congratulations on the formation of the Working Group for the drafting of Montenegro’s Accession Protocol and on the beginning of its work. We await you in the European Union!
I would like to express my gratituide to the excellent staff of the Embassy for presenting Croatia so well. Special thanks to my wife Marta for ones again being with us! It gives me special joy that this year our son Mate and his wife, our daughter-in-law Nair, have also joined us!
Long live the Republic of Croatia! 
Long live Montenegro!

